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A Loving Spirit . . .  
A few days ago we said goodbye to a team of workers 

who came from the Watermill Church of Christ in 
Springfield, MO. This was a thoroughly prepared team, 
having had regular planning meetings for the past year.  
This planning, combined with their incredible enthusiasm, 
made for a top-notch team and a job well done here in 
Malawi.  

This congregation has a long history of supporting my 
parents' mission work over the years and now are helping 
Era and me. When we are in the States on furlough, we are 
always welcomed at Watermill as full-fledged members of 
this loving community.  

The team ministered to different groups in a variety of 
settings. Jon Ewing taught Christian leaders at two 
seminars.  The Mposa seminar was attended by 435 
Christians representing 19 churches. The Watermill team 
especially enjoyed the experience of meeting outdoors on 
Sunday morning under a big tree, since no building would 
hold everyone. 

Three ladies on the team – Jill Morrison, Michelle 
Hulett, and Becky Marsolf – joined my mom, Ann, and were 
able to reach a lot of women. They taught at the two 
seminars as well as speaking to expectant mothers at the 
maternity clinic and to the AIDS support group that meets 
on our property. The ladies also helped in a practical way in 
the clinic, assisting the nurses with some of their duties. 
Then, Michelle Hulett put her expertise with computers to 
use by making sure our machines were all in good shape. 
She and her husband John donated a scanner, which is 
something we have needed for years. The ladies also led 
our first ever (to my knowledge) Vacation Bible School, 
which was planned for 50 kids, but soon increased to well 
over 100. 

The Watermill group also included Daniel Meinsen, a 
17-year-old young man who has dedicated himself to the 
Lord's service. Daniel preached and presided over the 
Lord's Supper in two church services and also taught young 
people at the seminar in the village.  

The Malawians were amazed to see his commitment 
and courage at such a young age. I doubt anyone on this 
team will soon be forgotten. Their work certainly will bear 
fruit, but so will the loving spirit and enthusiasm that all saw 
in these five servants. 

 They were truly a blessing to many.    Mark Thiesen 
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Concern For Their Safety 

  
Rodrick Maluwa is our most active, most energetic staff member. Among his many duties, he manages the 17 Village 

Bible Study Centers that are currently serving 381 students (21 of them are women). 
We now have a concern for the safety of Rodrick and his good family.  His house has developed some severe 

structural problems. A spooky crack now snakes itself down one wall of the living room, across the floor, and up the next 
wall. This was caused by a weak, shifting  foundation. The builders have told us that the situation is especially dangerous, 
since the house could literally pull apart, across that fault, and collapse on those inside. 

The crack can be corrected now before it is too late, but it must be quick to ensure the family's safety. The old kitchen / 
bathroom is in even worse condition and needs to be demolished and rebuilt. The cost for repairs to the house and kitchen 
will be $6,000. 

For now, Rodrick and his family, will be staying out in the village while repairs are being made. We will be drawing over 
$1,000 each month to get started on the work. Special contributions toward this work will certainly be appreciated and will 
speed up the needed repairs. This is an opportunity to see your special contributions make a big difference. 

 I am hesitant to take on any building projects. But when I see a threat to a Mission family, I have to make this appeal. 

The pictures of Rodrick's house and kitchen show that they both are close to collapsing. They were poorly built. The 

kitchen has actually had bricks fall from the threshold. The family feels so unsafe in that kitchen that they have started 

using this unsightly outside shelter.   Mark 

 
Rodrick points to the huge, growing crack.  Little Wezi lives with them.         Falling bricks are a danger. 
 

People have always supported the Mission with generous hearts.  But, some will want to help over and above their regular 
contribution. They wonder, How can I help in a special way that will really make a difference?  If you have thought this, we have 
prepared a list of special opportunities where you can help.  It will encourage our Mission family and will have a positive impact on the 
work.  Read the list and chose an area that touches your heart and give generously. You will bless this good work and you will receive 
a blessing yourself. 
  

 “Ways to help”  .  .  .  You can make a difference  ! 
  

 Rodrick’s house – $6,000 to repair. We need to send over $1,000 each month, starting this month. Will you help cover this? 

 Sponsor a student for study. $30 will cover the cost for housing and feeding a student for their six months of study.  How many 
students will you sponsor? 

 Gas costs $6 per gallon. This provides 25 miles travel for each gallon. A contribution of $100 can transport the Missionstaff in 
their work for 400 miles.  How many miles can you go? 

 Repair broken, crumbling sidewalks – $800 to repair several walkways at the Mission. 

 Printing 2,000 Study Guide booklets at $1,380 per subject.  16 booklets are yet to be printed.   

 Printing and Mailing a newsletter that allows the Mission to stay in touch with the 2,000 churches in our area – $800 a month. 

 Upgrade on Internet  – $350 PER MONTH to enable high-quality reports to be sent. 

 Water Pump for the Maternity area – $475      

 Four tires for a Mission vehicle – $535 
 S. V. 
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